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SBIRT coming to hospitals via Joint Commission

of hear attacks, asthma, surgicalinfections and
immunizations. To addressthis major public health
lem, the.

* inpatien sreening for unhealhy aicohol use,

* bref interventions with patiens with high-risk

ol use,

ol and other drug dependence treatment.
whie inpatient o specic referal at discharge
and

* ollow-up to asess pos discharge substance use

and treatment engagement

Since january 1, 2012, hospitals can repor
four measures to the Joint Commission, as well 252

implementary setoffour npatient obacco screening
and treatment measures.

Alleast 25 million of the 35 million patients
admitted 10 . hospitals annually have serious alcohol
and drug problems that 2o unreated. Alcohol and drug.

ve the third and ninh leading actual causes
et inthe United States,respectively, which exceeds
the number o deaths caused by nfectious agens, motor
vehide crashes, firearms and allsexualy transmifed
diseases combined. Although high-sk and dependent
alcohol and drug use are common among medicaly il
or injured hospital patien, there is a subsiaiial
quality gap” between the actual care delvred to

dents with substance use problems and effective
and treatment. nditions. A study by
s found that 70-80 prcent of patients
with cataracts,breast cancer,prenatal care, lower back
nary cae receive care meeting
nal standards, but substance use ranked last

on April 17, the National Quality Forum (NQF)
ath Panel

NOF panel
substance use. spitaized patients and the
arge gap between whatthe research has demonsirated
to i what s practiced in most hospitas.
But the NQF panel determined that more relabily
they could be endorsed. NOF

Desklop

endorsement of measures provides a“scal of approval”
that thefederal government can use o, fo example,
incude measures i health 7 meaninglul use incentives.
or Medicare hospital qualiy reportng incentives The-
NQF panel urged the foint Comission 1o resubimit the
measures with additonal dat. The NQF panel will
review the measures “ad ho.” 50 that there will be no
delay in putting them forward or ful consensus.
endorsement by the NQF once the Joint Commission
submits the additional data.

‘he foint Commission stands srongly behind the.
measures and will coninue to make these measures
availablefordata collection as part o s ORYX reporting.
program whie it explores options for meeling NQF
endorsement citria for these measures.

The decision by the NQF panelto sk for more.
testingof the alcohol, drug and tobacco measures s 2
go0d ting. The evidence mustbe scentificalyrigorous
on the benefts of measuring hospitals’performance in
screening and treting patents with substance use
problems. The measures must be refable and valid.
The decsion by the NQF to require additonal tesing,
and the joint commission's commitment to gathring.
that information, are positve signas that the alcohol,
drug and tobacco problems o hosptalized patients will
be efectvely managed. The thousands of physicians,
nurses,socal workers,counselors, health educators
and peopl i recovery who are working 0 improve.
substance use screening and treatment and the.
millions of hosptaized patients with treatable alcohol
and drug problem deserve no less.

To help integrate substance use screening, brief
intervention and treatment into the nation's hospials,
NORC a the University o Chicago facilfates  hospital
SBIRT earing community ip:/hospitasbit wes com).
This s mutualsupport etwork that brings together
hospitalbased clinicans, quality improvement.
professonats, researchers and SBIRT expert o share.
deas, materals and experiences.

‘our next monthly hospital SBIRT conference call s
June 16 3t 200 pm. EDY at 215:339-4600 4264434,
Anyone is welcome {0 join. Monthly conference cals
arethe tird Monday of the month at 2:00 pm.EDT.

Evc Goplerud, Ph.. s Senior Vice President, NORC
atthe universty of Chicago and Co-Char of th Techmical
Advisory Panel on Alcohol,brug and Tobacco Peformance.
Measures, Joint Comission for Acrditaion of Health
care Organizations.
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